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FIE BYTLEATLEES OF ALBERT COUNTY

by
Ch. iscovher Majka

LL ]

I heve been intarested in hutterflies for a long time and when
1 moved to ilber” Comty T hegan <o collect them. At first, collect-~
ing inseats only cecasicaal.y, I caught but eight or ten species,
Scont I became very keen and started collecting butterflies in al-
most all my spare time., .lthough I collected in all ercas of New
Brunsuwick, liviag in Albert Comtv; I naturally did most of my
collecting there.

During mr researzh (il you can call it that) 1 discovered many
interasting things about butterflies. Their f{lying habits, ways
of life, ond so on,previde a foscinating world for me and for any
sther pecple who study tham, I am sure, Becouse this subject
interests mc so much I 2a going to ask you to spend » few moments
of yrur time tc read this article. 1Tn it, I will try to tell Kou e
litile about butterliies and hope thatl because of it you will have
a better understanding cf the:r2 insects. I will be dealing with
the butterflies of alberc Countr, so let's get right to the point.

ilbert County does not have as great a variety of butterflies
as places farther south, but navertheless it has a fair number.
Of the sixty species T know occur in New hrunswick, I have found
thirty-eight in .lbert County. These butterflies are divided into

Lo groups. To muk: this casier to understand I'll explain it
this way:
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Busterflies and moths belorng to asn order called Lepidoptera.
The butserflies sre called Phopalocera nnd the meths Heterocera.
rutterfliies are aividea into two srrups, Papilionoiden (true butter-
flies) and Hespericidea (Skippers).

In albert County there are thirty-two true butterflies and six
skippers. ns you can see skippers are guite » bit rarer in this
grea, olthough farther south there are almest as cqually as many,
“he true butterflies are the ones you most often see. ey vary
fron a lerge size (Tiger Swellowteril) te quite smell ones (Nerthern
Blue). Skippers on the ocher hend are all guite smrl]l and are
often seen in fields shooting around ns if cn lightning bolts.

One of the things that makes Albert County have so many sve ies
of butterflics is that there is a great variety of habitats. The:e
sre salt marshes, fieclds, meadows fgherc is quite a diffenence
between the last two.), sphagnum bogs, hardwoods, softwoods, » few
river valleys, etc. When there is & voriety of plents the some is
usually true for the butterflies. This is because most butterflies,
in their larval stage, can est only one focd plent, Now since 1
am lufooaed to be talking about the butterflies of Albert County,

I will do just that.

The first family is the satyrs. In albert County there are
two species.

gzgﬁsgiggg - I have caught it on enly cne occasion, ot Germentown
. 7This is the gort of habitat it prefers. It occcurs

through June and July.
W - Common throughcut Albert County wherever there are
ields w

ith trees closeby. 1Tt is_.found mestly through June,
July and augus*.

The next fomily is the monarchs. In it, we have only one
cpecies, the Munarch. -

srch - This species has been obtserved on o few oceasions in Fundy
Ts. It feeds on mi'weedec and nightshades, plents with very

strong juices. These butterflies migrate scvuth in the winter ~nd
are ususlly seen in this area from late July to late Sentember.

The brush-focted butterflics or nymphalids are next. They
have more species of butterflies than any other family.
Creater Fritillories

Creat sﬁfﬁﬁl°d Fritvillary - Cemmen, appenring from early July to
c € ¢l isupgust.

Atlantis Fritillary - Somewhat like the Crest Spangled in appearsnce,
t 1s common {rom late June to the middle of August.

lesser Fritillaries

Silver-bordered Fritillary - Feirly common,between the middle of
une an e end ol isugust.

Baltimcre - A beautiful butterfly which is unfertunately very local.
Tt 15 black with an orange border and a few white spots in the
m}pgtg. The adults sre found from the end of June to the middle
o Ye

Crescents

Perrl Qroseeni - & small butterfly (wingspsn of only 1.1 inches). It
$ quite common from early July te corly august.
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t AnEln'!rlng = Very rore, having been trken on only one occasion
n ert County, at Crooked Croeek.

G - VYary common from the end of Fay until the end of
er. It is often seen glong wood-roads.

~ lModerately ccmmon. in the spring, from the end of May
of June.

ﬂgﬁ fiu' = Completely knknown in albert County until 1967, when
?-bcn of them were observed in certein locations in
early June.

Tortoise Shells

gggmﬁg%% - & beautiful butterfly, nct uncormon from
eptemaser ovember.

%%_& = Quite.comxon through most of the summer. It is
T ‘with 'a yelluw border ond a row of blue spots on the

%:side of this. It is abundent from late Lpril to late Septem-
r.

Thistle Butterflies

w'- A beautiful, well-known butterfly, abundant from
early June. to late Seotember. It is black with orange bands
and white spots.

W = Quite common and widespread. It is found between
3 of May and the beginning of September.

ican Paint - Sumetimes known as Hunter's Butterfly.
T 13 rorer than the previous species, but is freouentlv found
from /ugust through Scptamber,

Viceroys

Ecgr_o* - This ‘hut.t.urrl{ mimics the Monarch, which is distesteful

L0 birds, while the Viceroy is not. It is not too ccmmon in
:lbort. County, but is occrsionolly seen through June, July and
ugust,

% -.Common through July and Lugust. It enjoys visiting
e

Now that we are through the nymphalids, I will gc on to speak
=bout the small, gossanmer-winged butterflies.

Flfins
amsgy% « A.small, inconlpicuoua.bnm_hut.t.arrllhfound by the
woeds edge ond. near wet places, from the end of May to the middle
of June.
Coppers

Ameriian Copper - & smoall, very sggressive butterfly which attacks
ma v ngs lorger t.hu'n itself. It is not very common, although
it occurs all summer.

MT@ﬁsz_ Quite rarc #nd local frem Mey till august. It lives
n black spruce, sphagnum bogs. f

Blues
Northern Blue - Very scorce, only twe specimens hoving been taken
n I.Iﬁr% County, on Calédonu Mountain. d
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<1yery Blue - Quite cormon in fields where vetch, the food plant
%rva. grows. adults through Junec.

= A very cummon butterfly, coming out early in the
S y through June). It lives in fields bordered Ly woods.

All of the family of swallowtails ere very beautiful, but we
have only two svecies.

wﬁ - Unfortunately, quite rore in Albert County.

¥t 1s ¢ beoutiful black with rows of yellow spots down the wings.
‘he adults ore found from June through the middle of August.
r lewtail - Extremely common in albert County. It is the

rge yellow terfly often scen ot mud puddles or fieclds, from
the end of May till the middle of July.

The next family is the sulphurs snd whites. It is from the
yellow colour of some of these species that the word butterfly was
derived.

Sulphurs
hKlfalfa Butterfly - Common in fields in the latter pert of summer.

Crmmon Sulphur - Quite abundant through most of the summer, it is
the commoncst sulphur in Albert County. ]

PINK-[DGED SVLPHUR §

W - Fairly commen throughout Jul { and August. It is

r to Common Sulphur end is especially typicel of
blucberry fields.

wWhites

gg!%gg Butterfly - Introduced to North imerica in 1860, it has
since spread to become the most common of all whites. The adults
fly frem May to September,

Mustard White - Not too common in ilbert County. It hos declined
in competition with the Cotbage Butterfly. It is found from
June through kugust.

Now we conme to the superfamily of skippers. There are two
groups of skippers:
Dusky Wings
Dusky Wing - Not too abundsnt in Albert County. It is coften
seen llying through the weeds from July through .ugust.
Branded Skippers

Leurention Skipper - Guite common, it is often secen in fields in
nUgust,
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Hob. Skippe:s - Perhaps the commonest skipner in Hew Brunswick,
e _same thing holds true for nlbert County, where it is found
all through June #nd July.

IEEEIEEgaiE§§gggg - 1.do not lmow too much about this sxipper,
a t appears to be quite common during July.
g!g%igiggggfgg = h small skipper occurring in open arens. It often
8 l'lowers pnd is found in July and .ugust.
Tewny-edged Skipper - (Quite widespread in albert County and
requently seen in fields through July.
This, of course, is nol a complecte list of all the butterflies

that occur in ilbert County and, in yesrs to come, more species will
undoubtedly be.found.

If anyone is interested in finaing out more about butterflies,
I would be only too willing to help.
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